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I got intimately introduced into Philadelphia politics in
the following way. The farmer for whom I was working
was not by origin an agriculturist but a landowner employing
his time as an architect . . . until the Weir-Mitchell smash
half-ruined half the comfortable class in the city of Brotherly
Love and its surroundings. Then he had found out how
handy it is to have self-sufficiency farming as a second string
to his bow. But he still had what is called influence in the
city and was determined to give me a good time.
So one day we were cutting corn with the temperature
at 110° Fahrenheit in the shade . . . only there was no
shade. It was a sudden heat wave towards the end of October
and we were quite unprepared for it. We didn't at the
moment even know that it was going to be the worst heat
wave for a hundred and ten years, so we did not have the
alleviation of being able to boast about it.
We were cutting corn all one morning behind the little
Colonial farm-house that has now given way to a sham Mexi-
can adobe posada, twenty feet by twenty, complete with
patio and all—and pink. We cut with Cuban machetes
which the farmer had brought from the war, and the sheep
every ten minutes got out of the pasture lot and into the
pumpkin patch and had to be chased out by one of us. It was
tiresome, but it carried with it the alleviation of letting one
slip into the dog-run passage of the farm-house and hack
with the machete an immense slice out of the water-melon
that stood there. Water-melon is a dull sort of entertainment
usually. It is like a bit of sponge that someone has soaked
in weak sugared water. But it wasn't then. The sun in that
part of Penn. performs a miracle of its own. At dawn
it springs straight to the peak of heaven and remains there
till sunset, when it falls suddenly down and goes out, so
that you cannot see your way home and bark your shins
over red-hot plough-handles and harrows.
§
So it was a relief when someone brought the mail down
from the corner store and I found in it two invitations to

